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A Letter from M r William Nicollon, to the Reve¬ 
rend Mr Walker, Mafter of University Coll .* 
in Oxford; concerning a Runic Infcnption at 
Beaucaftle. 

T IS now high time to make good my promife of 
giving you a more perfect Account of our two Ru¬ 
nic Infcriptions at Beau-Cajtle and Bride kirk. The for¬ 
mer is fallen into luch an untoward part of our Country, 
and lo far out of the common Road, that I could not 
much fooner have either an opportunity,or the Courage 
to look after it. I was allur’d by the Curate of the place, 
(a Perfon of good fence & Learning in greater matters,} 
that the Characters were lo miferably worn out fince 
the Lord With am Howards, time, ( by whom they were 
communicated to S T H.Spelman i &.mei\t\ont<$. by Wormius, 
Mon.Dan. p. 1 6 1,) that they were now wholly defaced, 
and nothing to be met with worth mywhil^. The former 
part of this Relation I found to be true : for (tho it ap¬ 
pears that the forementioned Infcription has bin much 
larger then Wormius has given it, yet) "tis at prefect lo 
farloft, that, in fix or leven lines, none of the Characters 
are fairly difcernable, fave only HP h r ; and thele too 
are incoherent, and at great diftance from each other. 
However, this Epyftilium Crucis (as S r II. Spelman , in 
his Letter to Wormius , has called it,) is to this day a 
noble Monument ; and highly merits the View of a Cu¬ 
rious Antiquary. The beftaccount, S r , lam able to 
give you of it, be p’eafed to take as follows. 

’Tis one entire Free-Stone of about five yards in 
heightj-waftiedover(as theFont at BridekirtQ with a white 
oyly Cement, to preferve it the better from the injuries 
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of time and weather. The figure of it inclines to 1 
a fquare Pyramid s each fide whereof is near two foot 
broad at the bottom, but upwards more tapering. On 
the Welt fide of the Stone, we have three fair Draughts, 
which evidently enough manifeftthe Monument to be 
Chriftian. The Loweft of thefe reprefents the Pourtrai- 
jCture of a Layman; with an Hawk, or Eagle, perch'd 
on his Arm. Over his head are the fbrementioned 
fuines of the Lord Howard’s Infcription. Next to theie, 
the Picture of lome Apoftle, Saint, or other Holy man , 
in a facerdotal I-Iabit, with a Glory round his Head. 
On the top (lands the Effigies of the B. V. with the 
Babe in her Arms; and both their Heads encircled with 
Glories as before. 

On the North we have a great deal of Checquer- 
work; fubfcribed with the following Characters, fairly 
legible. 

11 rfifi i- -f biTrH~ x i| 

Upon the firft fight of thefe Letters, I greedily ventured 
to read them Rynburu : and was wonderfully pleafed to 
fancy, that this word thus fingly written, muftnecel- 
larily betoken the final extirpation and Burial of the 
Magical Run# in thefe parts, reafonably hoped for, upon 
the Converfion of the Danes to the Chriftiam Faith. For, 
that the Danes we re antiently, as well as fome of the 
Laplanders at prefent, grofs Idolaters and Sorcerers, is 
beyond Controverfy ; and I could not but remember, 
that all our Hiftorians tell us, that they brought their Pa* 
ganifm along with them into this Kingdome. And there¬ 
fore twas not very difficultxfto imagine that they might 
tor fome time praCtiie their Hocus tricks here in the 
North; where they were molt numerous and leaft difturb- 
ed. This conceit was the more heightened, by reflect¬ 
ing upon the natural fuperftition of our Borderers at 
this day ; who are much better acquainted with, and do 
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more firmly believe, their old Legendary (lories of 
Fayries and Witches, then the Articles of their Creed. 
And to convince me yet further that they are not utter 
ilrangers to the B lac Arts of their forefathers, I acci¬ 
dentally met with a Gentleman in the neighbourhood, 
who (hewed me a Book ot Spells and Magical Receipts, 
taken ('two or three days before) in the pocket of one 
oionxMofs-Troopers ; wherein, among many other con¬ 
juring Feats, was prescribed a certain Remedy for an 
Ague, by applying a few barbarous Characters to the 
Body of theparty diftempered. Thefe, methought, were 
very near akin to Wormius 's RAMRUNER; which, 
he (ays, differed wholly in figure and (hape from the 
common Runa. For, though he tells us, that thele Ram- 
tuner were fo called, Eo quodMolejiia.s, dolores, morbof- 
que hifee infiigere inimicis foliti fint Magi ; yet his great 
friend Arug: Jonas, more to our purpofe, fays that--His 
etiamufi' funt ad benefaciendum, juvandum, Medic an dum 
tamanimi quam Corporis mar bisatque adipfos Cacodee - 
mones pellendos & fugandos^ Khali not trouble you with, 
a draught of this Spell; becaufe I have not yet had an 
opportunity of learning, whether it may not be an ordi¬ 
nary one, and to be met with (among others of the 
fame nature) in Paraceljus ox Cornelius Agrippa, 

If this conjecture be not allowable; I have, S r , one 
more which (it may be) you will think more plaufible 
then the former. For if,inftead of making the third 
and fourth Letters to be two K K. M. h., we IhouldTfuppofs 
them to be +*-L E. E. the word will then be Ryeeburti-, 
which I take to fignify, in the old Danijh Language, Coe - 
miterium, or Cadaverujn Sepulcbrum. - For, tho the true 
old Runic word for Cadaver be ufually written Hrac\ 
//may, without any violence to the Orthogra¬ 
phy of that tongue, be omitted at pleafure s and then 
the difference of fpeiling the word, here at Beaucaftle ,and 
on fome of the ragged Monuments in 'Denmark^ will not 
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be great. And for the Countenancing of this latter 
Reading, I think the above mentioned Checquer ? vorl^ 
may be very available : fince in that we have a notable 
Emblem ofthe Tumuli^ or burying places of the An- 
tients. (Not to mention the early cuftome of ereCting 
CrofTesand Crucifixes in Church-yards: which perhaps, 
being well weighed, might prove another encourage¬ 
ment to this fecond Reading.) I know the Checquer to 
be the Arms ofthe Vaux's, or De Vallibus, the old Pro¬ 
prietors of this part ofthe North,-but that, I prefume, 
will make nothing for our turn.Becaufe this & the other 
carved work on the Crofs, muft of neceffity be allow’d, 
to bear a moreantient date then any of the Remains of 
that Name and Familywhich cannot be run up higher 
then the Conqueft. 

On the Eaft we have nothing but a few Flourifhes, 
Draughts of Birds, Grapes and other Fruits :• all which 
I take to be no more then the Statuary's Fancy. 

On the South, Flourifhes and conceits, as before, and 
towards the bottom, the following decay’d Infcription. 


nB fRMtf l l 

The DefeCf s in this fhort piece are fufficient to difcourage 
me from attempting to expound it. But (pofliblyj it 
mav.be read thus. 

Gag Ubbo Erlat, i. e. 

Latrones 'Ubbo Vicit. 

1 confefs this has no Affinity (at leaft, being thus in¬ 
terpreted) with the foregoing Infcription: but may well 
enough feit with the manners of both antient and mo¬ 
dern Inhabitants of this Town and Country. 

Upon your pardon and Correction, S r , ofthe Imper- 
sinencies and Miltakesin this,^which I fhall humbly hope 



[ 1 * 9 * 3 

for,) I (hall trouble you with ray further obfervations on 
the Font at Bridekfrk; and to all your other Commands 
lhall pay that ready obedience which becomes, 

S% 

Carlile , Tour mojl obliged and 

Nov. 2. FaithfuU Servant 

i< 58 jr- WILL. NICOLSON. 


A Letter from Mr Nicolfon to S r W m . Dugdale; 
concerning a Runic Infcription on the Font at 
Bridekirk. 


Hon d . S r , 


Carlilei Nov. 23, idSf* 


M Y Worthy and good Lord, our Biihop, was lately 
pleafedto acquaint me, that you were defirous 
to have my thoughts of the Infcription on the Font at 
Bridekirk^ in this County. Iam, S r , extremely conicious 
of the raflinefs of bringing any thing of mine to the 
view of fo dilcerning an Antiquary; but, withal, very 
tender of difobeying fo great and worthy a Perfon. I 
know you were pleafed to make your own oblervations 
upon it, in your Vifitation of thele parts, when Norroy: 
and I ihall hope that you will give me an opportunity of 
rectifying, by yours, my following conjectures. 

1. The Fabrick of this Monument does, I think, fairly 
enough evince that 'tis Chriftian; and that it is now ufed 
to the lame purpofe for which it ’twas at 6 rft delighedL 
M T Cambden ftho' not acquainted with the Characters of 
the Infcription, yet) leems to fancy thus much r, and, for 
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proof of his opinion, brings a notable Quotation out of 
S £ Paulinas ’s Epiftles. But he needed not to have lent 
usfo far off fora Voucher,- if he had taken good notice 
of the Imagery on the Eaft fide of this ftone j as I doubt 
not, S r , but you have done. We have there, fairly re- 
prefented, a perfon in a long Sacerdotal Habit dipping a 
Child into the water; and a Dove (the Embleme, no 
doubt, of the H. Ghoft,) hovering over the Infant. Now, 
S r , I need not acquaint you, that the Sacrament of Bap- 
tifm was antiently adminiftered by plunging into the 
water, in the Weftem as well as Eaftern parts of the 
Church i and that the -Gothic word cV Anng jVN (Mar, 
i. 8. And Luc. 3. 7. and 12.) the German word taaften, 
the Danijh jSDedse, and the Belgic DOOpCtt, doe as clearly 
make out that pradfife, as the Greeks word : Nor, 

that they may all feem to be deriv’d fromE«A»*W] another 
word of the fame Language and fignification; and are 
evidently akin to our Englijh t[[)tp, gDgep, andSDeptp. In¬ 
deed our Saxon Anceftors expreffed the Adtion of Bap- 
tifm by a word of a different Import from the reft. For, 
in the forementioned place of S c MarFj Cofpell, their 
Tranflation has the Text thus: lceop pulhje on patepe. 
feeop pulLS on Hal^um 5apee 7 e . Egovos aquis Baptiy ; 
Me vos Spiritu Sanblo Baptis^abit. Where the word pullian 
or pullijeau fignifies only limply Lavare : whence the 
Latin word FuUo, and our Fuller have their Original. 
But from hence to conclude that the Saxons did not 
ufe dipping in the Sacrament of Baptifm, is fomewhat 
too bar Hi an Argument. 

a. There are other Draughts on the North and Weft 
fide of the Font, which may very probably make for our 
purpofe: but with thefe (as not thoroughly undemand¬ 
ing them, and having not had an opportunity of getting 

them drawn in paper) I Jliall not trouble you at pre- 
nt* 

3 Dm 
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3. On the South fide of the ftone we have the Infcrip- 
tion } which I have taken care accurately to write out. 
And ’tis as follows: 


f'R* lV*Ri\ ^ ; ; IFRS F | ; 1‘: I 'R; 

I Tf ; RB ^IR>; ^Rj BRfrF$ * 

Now, thefe kind of Characters are well enough known, 
(fince Ol. War mitts's great Induftry in making us ac¬ 
quainted with the Literatura Pjinica),to have bin chiefly 
ufed by the Pagan Inhabitants of Denmark., Sweden , and 
the other Northern Kingdomes,• and the Danes are 
laid to have fwarmed moftly in thefe parts of our Ifiand. 
Which two confiderations feem weighty enough to per= 
fwade any man, at firft fight, to conclude that the Font 
is a Danijh Monument. But then on the other hand, 
we are fufficientiy affined, that the Heathen Saxons did 
alfo make ufe oithti&punw j as is plainly evident from 
the frequent mention of Runcpaepci^en and Rmiptapapin 
many of the Monuments of that Nation, both in Print 
and Manufcript ftill to be met with. Befides, we muft 
not forget that both Danes and Saxons are indebted 
to this Kingdom for this Chriftianity: and therefore 
thus far, their pretenfions to a Punic (ChriftianJ Monu¬ 
ment may be thought equal. Indeed fome of the Let¬ 
ters (as D, 2 and "].) feem purely Saxoni being not to 
be met with among Wormim’s many Alphabets: and the 
words themfelves fifl miftake them not) come nearer to 
the Antient Saxon Dialect, then the Danijh. However, 
let the Infeription fpeak for it felf: and I queftion not 
but 'twill convince any competent and judicious Reader 
that ’tis Danijh. Thus therefore I have ventured to read 
and explain it: 

Er Ekard ban men egroften, and to dis men red veer 
Taner men brogten. i. e. 

Here Ekprdvt as converted j and to this Mans Example 
were the Danes brought. There 




[ 1294 ] 

There are only two things in the Infcription (thus Inter¬ 
preted) that will need an Explanation. 

i. Who this Ekard was ? And this is indeed a Que- 
ftion of that Difficulty, that I confefs, I am not able 
exactly to anfwer it. The proper name it felf is ordi¬ 
nary enough in the Northern Hiftories j though Va- 
rioufly written: As, Echardus , Echinardus , Eginardus, 
Ecardus, and Eckhardus. Tis certainly a name of Va¬ 
lour, as all others of the like Termination; fuch as, 
Bernhard, Ever hard, Gothard, J^einhard, &c. So that, 
it may well become a General, or other great officer 
in the Danijh Army: and fuch we have juft reafon to 
believe him to have been, who is here drawn into an 
example for the reft of his Countreymen. Our Hifto- 
rians are not very particular in their accounts of the 
feveral Incurfions and Victories of the Danes s and 
their own writers much more imperfect: and therefore, 
in cafes of this nature, we muft content our lelveswith 
probable conjectures. 

i. Han men egroften ■, which, rendered Verbatim, is 
Have men turn’d, i. e. was turn’d. A phrafe, to this 
day, very familiar inmoft dialeCts of the antient Celtic 
tongue; though loft in our Englijh. In the High -Dutch 
’tis efpecially,obvious ,* as, Man Saget, Man hatgefagt, 
Man lobet. &c. And the French Imperfonals (On ait. 
On fait, Szc.) are of the fame ftrain; and evident Ar¬ 
guments that the Teutonic and Gaulijh Tongues were 
antiently near akin. 

The Characters Y -f and 4 ^ are mauifeft Abbrevia¬ 
tions of feveral Letters into one: of which fort we have 
great variety of examples in feveral of Wormius 's Books; 
And fuch 1 take the Letter D to be, inftead of t and £ j 
and not the Saxon £>. I muft believe to be borrowed 
from the S axons .* and ? I take to be a corruption of 
their y or W. The reft has little of Difficulty in it. 
Only the Language of the whole feems a mixture of 

the 
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the Danifh and Saxon tongues; but’that can. be no other 
then the natural effe& of the two Na tions being jumbl¬ 
ed together in this part of the World. Our Borderers, 
to this day, fpeak a Leafh of Languages (BrittiJfj, Saxon , 
and Danijh) in one i and 'tis hard to determine, which 
of thofe three nations has the greateft fhare in the Mot- 
ly Breed. 

S r 

Tour , 6 c. W. N. 


An account of the Latitude of Conftantinople, and 
Rhodes, Written by the Learned M r John 
Greaves, fometnne Profejjbr of Aftronomy in the 
Vniverfity of Oxford, and directed to the mofi Re¬ 
verend James ITsfher, Arch-Biflhop of Armagh. 

U P O N Intimation of your Grace’s defires, and up¬ 
on importunity of fome Learned Men, having 
finifhed a Table, as a key to your Graces exquifite dif- 
quifition, touching Afia properly fo called ; I thought 
my felf obliged to give both you and them a reafon, why 
in the fituation of Byzantium, and the IJland Rkodus, 
('which two eminent places I have made the 
and bounds of the Chart,) I diffent from the traditions 
of the Antients, and from the Tables of our late and 
beft Geographers, and cojdequently diffenting in thele, 
have been neceffitated to alter the Latitudes, if not 
Longitudes, of moft of the remarkable City 's of this dif- 
courfe. And firft for Byzantium, the received Latitude 
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